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Genre: Romance/Mystery  
Logline: When a small town police detective 
mourning the death of his wife fishes a woman 
with amnesia out of Lake Superior, he discovers 
they’re linked to a tragic turn-of-the-century 
romance replaying itself in the present day.  
Tagline: “Love is a light that never goes out.” 

The tone is a cross between THE NOTEBOOK 
and SOMEWHERE IN TIME.  

Elias Pedersen (40’s) is a single parent and small 
town Deputy on Minnesota’s North Shore, who 
has recently lost his wife to the lake when she 
commits suicide. His daughter, Chloe (12), unable 
to come to terms with the death, keeps tabs on her 
father by police scanner. One stormy night, Elias 
is summoned to Lake Superior near Split Rock 
Lighthouse where he helps rescue a woman from 
the water. Her incoherent responses and cries for 
someone called Magnus lead to a scouring of the 
lake for additional victims, but no one is found. 
When it’s discovered the woman has no memories 
at all of who she is or  how she got in the water, 
Elias begins an investigation into her identity.  

Eventually, an overturned sailboat is recovered and traced to a resort. Elias has  a name… Mary Wieland, 
but no one immediately comes forward to claim her and exhaustive searches don’t turn up anything 
further.  Chloe, becoming increasingly curious about the newcomer, begins to question her father about 
the case. He rebuffs her, but starts to uncover parallels between Mary and his dead wife. He finds himself 
spending more and more time with her. 

Mary, stranded in the hospital and trying to piece together her past, begins to sketch the fleeting images 
that haunt her sleep. There is the face of a man (Magnus), a landscape, and a lighthouse. The drawings 
reveal an artistic talent, and add to the mystery surrounding her arrival. When Elias recognizes one of her 
drawings as Split Rock Light, she begs him to take her there. Touring the grounds, Mary discovers a turn 
of the century photograph depicting the family of the first lighthouse keeper.  She is hypnotized by the 
image. There… looking out of the grainy black and white print is a young woman by the name of Mary 
Wieland… a mirror reflection of her modern day counterpart.  It’s a match… only Mary Wieland’s been 
dead for one hundred years. 

With no further leads on her identity, Mary is adrift, alone, and slated to be sent to the County Hospital. 
Interceding, Elias gets her released into his care and brings her home to Chloe and his mother, Virginia. 
With each passing day, Mary becomes more and more a part of the family, slowly slipping into a dead 
woman’s shoes. As Chloe bonds to her and Elias begins to fall in love with her, Mary doesn’t realize the 
psychological minefield she’s stepped into. She’s too busy trying to come to terms with flashes of 
memories she believes belong to a turn-of-the-century woman from the lighthouse. As Elias searches for a 
more plausible explanation, his Mother warns him of the dangers to Chloe if this “new mother” suddenly 
rediscovers her identity and leaves. Elias dismisses her concerns.  
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When Mary discovers Elias’ wife’s medication in the back of a cabinet and realizes she’s been cast as a 
ghost in the house, she confronts Elias. Not wanting to be a memory, she tries to pull back, but she feels 
herself coming unraveled. At that moment, a man shows up and identifies “Mary” as Sarah Lawton… his 
sister.  Thrust back to a painful past, Elias and Chloe are forced to relive their loss as Sarah is taken back 
to her home and reintroduced to a life she can’t remember. 

The jolt of losing Sarah finally helps Elias let go of his dead wife, and he begins to reestablish 
the close bond he once shared with his daughter. Still, he can’t forget Sarah and her eerie resemblance to 
the girl in the lighthouse photograph. When his mother gives him an old scrapbook, Elias unearths an old 
family secret that binds he and Sarah together… a tragic love story of a fisherman (Magnus) and a 
lightkeeper’s daughter torn apart by their love. Seeing the parallels, Elias makes a journey to reclaim 
Sarah and assure their love story will have a different ending. Simultaneously, Sarah discovers Mary’s 
journal, which she had gotten as a child. The discovery helps her inch toward the memory of a car crash 
that claimed the lives of her husband and unborn child… the shattering tragedy responsible for her 
amnesia. It comes like a wave, but she weathers it. A new life is brewing inside her… a new life that will 
bind Sarah and Elias together and fulfill a promise made over one hundred years ago.   
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